Mini Lesson: Elements of Photography

Subject

Choose an interesting subject that is relevant to the topic of the article it will accompany. 
· Include all elements that are needed to communicate your message.

· Eliminate unnecessary elements that may crowd the composition or distract from the main object of interest.

· If the size of the main object is difficult to discern, you may wish to include an object of recognizable size, such as a person, a hand, a car, or a coin, in your composition.

Pay attention to the composition of the subject in the photograph.

· Use the rule of thirds to compose your photograph. Imagine that the area to be photographed is divided into thirds both horizontally and vertically, and place objects of interest on or near the intersections of the dividing lines.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


·  Avoid horizontal or vertical elements that divide the composition in half, such as a horizon or a tree. Instead, place these elements on or near one of the one-third dividing lines.
· If your subject is in motion, compose your image with more room in front of the moving subject than behind it.

· If your photograph is meant to instruct readers about how to do something, compose your photograph from the point-of-view of the learner, rather than that of an observer.
· Shooting your photograph from a high or low angle can give your composition a dramatic effect; however, this technique may detract from the clarity of your photograph.

· If you wish to give your photograph a feeling of depth, frame the main subject with foreground objects.
Light

You may use a natural source of light, such as sunlight, or an artificial source, such as light bulbs or a flash. Most digital cameras control the exposure level automatically according to the amount of available light; however, you may wish to begin controlling the exposure manually as you become more skilled.
· Frontlighting comes from behind the photographer and lights the front side of the subject. This type of lighting is very even and produces saturated colours, although the subject can appear to lack depth and dimension when frontlighting is used.
· Sidelighting comes from either the left- or right-hand side of the subject. This type of lighting lights one side of the subject more brightly, creating shadows on the other side. Sidelighting can be very dramatic, giving depth and a sense of three-dimensionality to the subject. If the source of lighting is too bright, however, it will exaggerate any blemishes or imperfections. 

· Backlighting comes from directly behind the subject. This type of lighting can produce very dramatic effects in a photograph, although the subject may appear too dark in contrast to the lighting.
